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She town of Chart ring, or. - ..gpil <us # *u located la the valley of 
the Xe# or Lacniya, Biver at & distaaco of about JO riles south- southwest 
of Id«t*iing had $0 rsilea southeast of Batang. Chsrtring ussy be Identical 
flth the Ch#?«-3e locality called :ieic , \>ch , eng — although two distinct 
I>l®ces by 'tSsa&fl naaea are shown ca th>, rS 1;1,G00 # C00 sheet of the 
area** The area Is off the rsjor caruvn tracks ar.d there ie-no krsova 
writte~ description of the teen uul its environs. A route survey was 
conducted through the ere a. .tout '0 yc-re ago# but descriptive isteriala 
of this „-u; . ... have not bee.. luc:i.ed. In 1<K>7 the lcstesery at Chartring 
vas besi-:--*j&d by the Chinese for a month and more recently Chartring 
was* one of the early centers of anti -Chinese — resist cnee once again 
requiring the use of Chinese military force* The area Is to be linked by 
road froa Ilia men c~ north to Li-t'ang# c r it is questionable as to 

* 

Aether oil pert ;f this route presently ere notorable. 

'l r Th^'CSs^ring area appears to be reasonably vell-pc^ulcted by 
Tibetan standards. Agricultural villages are scattered dong the major 

ll^A better representation of "the terrain and Tjgincge patterns of 
the ©an^illng area is shown on V-/.C k2$ $ based ee the use of World War II 
photography* This KAC sheets however# has been :. .■■■’reeded by another chart 

aeries# the CISC# of which sheet if~ i0 cover© the. - C.: . Unfortunately# 

the GKC has changed setae of the pls.ee r..:. .os (the Ye becomes the Shm-ehih). 
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rtvsr va ll eys and jscsso of ~s t mostly oa valley Slats tut 

Also oa higher upper sloped — -fuiy la the south sad southwest. 

Although United upland pent; i.nd.-.-j, they are neither large nor 

extensive •# with one aotablu exception •• and con eeyueatly few of the 
li^iabiitaalw es?e purely nessed*. llost of the villagers, however, probably 
posses® a few animals, and they likely are taken to upland pastures for 
snesaer gracing. 


•Terrain . lh® Chartring area Is mostly ridge cad valley country with 
the elevation of the major eircss valleys generally between 9*000 to 

11.000 feet with ridges rising 3*000 to 5>000 feet higher. Ridge summits sad 
peaks ®r@ ecsaparetively Iw for Tibet, particularly in the western section 

' l « v- ■; • ; ' ... ... - . ■■ ; ;. 3 §£:i-v.;. :• • . . ■;■ ... 

of the area where elevations vary between 13,500 and 15*000 feet. Scnewhat 

. *5 ' ’ " t.% •* •• '• 

•■ • ■■" ... i ;. •■•': 1 s-> ; ■; £ . .-.ft . ..f t ■ /• • • ' 

higher mountains occur to the east and southwest with peaks upwards to 

17.000 feet. 

Although cost of the area consists of dissected, mountainous terrain, 
the boss t prceilaemt terrain feat, ere is- a email, resianont plat ecu, about 10 
by 5 xailes* located cost® 35 itiles northwest of Chartring. The plateau is 
rolling and htisoeky, probably about 13,000 to lb, 000 feet high* and dotted 
with asall depressions end jasrshy areas. Although short grass probably 
covers laueh of the area, erne bare rock is espeead. Wooded slopes drop 
fairly eharply on all sides. She plateau undoubtedly ie used for grazing 
in sussaeri otherwise it probably Is uninhabited, elthough dong the 
southeastern edge, just below level of tins pleteau, are several houses 
sad cdtlvatod fields. Additionally, several veil-used trails leading 
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gsswrrally nortbve£t>scutl iet.i v Wise 'Ice the plateau, cosaecttag the veil 
Pixilated river valleys that 1 . 1 v vc 1 wo the toa&tse and the Teru end Ra 
river valleys to the east, , 

Between tills i&rortcst plste-au and Charging are three rpughly north- 
south aligned river valleys — the Tasu, Ra, end Ye — with their intervening 
asountainous divides* The first tvo eventually sect and then Join the Yej 
the latter cjaties into the iTsegfcze about 60 allies southwest of Chartring. 
Each of these river valleys exhibit sinilar eharac t erl sti. e n « best end north- 
east of the plateau, the rivers flo .< through narrow, jsostly uoeded valleys 
at elevations ot frets 11,000 to 12,000 feet* In places trees extend to the 
valley floors and the valleys .appear to be uninhabited. These conditions 
are found primarily in the northern sections of those volleys, although 
a c tffli l sr voodsd section of tly. ?.a occurs .southeast of ,,th§. plateau Just 

prior to and including the cbyrp tu.ci in the valley froa a north- south to 

• ' : illS"' 

aa east-vest sligrEcc-at. The section of the Ha Just described can be 

identified by & ss asslve fcloch of crrlpr cliffs and pechs Juet to the vest 
around which, the Ra bends froa couth flowing to vest flowing. Alternating 
vith vcOuOd, uninhabited volley arcv.3 are sections where valley flats 

Videa sufficiently t-o permit cultivation, Here eztall villages of scattered 

# 

houses or® located on ribbons of cultivated fields. The Tauu and Ra 


valleys, for exstsple, ore cultivated along most of their courses eart of the 
plateau. 

Southeast of the platctrc, each of the rivers changes direction and 
•wings to the southwest and weeb. As the rlve-ra. descend, their valleys 
deepest and la places beccue nerrov gorges. Confidently, valley bottcci 
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: .8$ttl«'JOKts beccsn® less frequent, replaced by villages, cultivated fields, 

: Wad trails on upper elppes server el hundred to a thousand or sore feet above 
the river. Vegetation also Is loos in the lower river valleys, ueunlly 
consisting of little nore then various types of scrub and brush. The increasing 
depth of the volleys is indicated by t’. . drop' of the Ye frosa & reported 
IOjiSoO feet «t ®j«rirlag to an estimated 7 ? txXrfhc:h vh'ere'it entcfcTthe 
longtse.; In them lower valleys, acme of the tributaries away free the 
min ffcrea® have villages *®d '■-"■% cultivated on valley aides, 

t ■ * 35s# .It# yiHey in the vici.-xl.ty of Chsrtriag is veil peculated with # 

sattss&er of Village arid scatter*! fara houses cot in the nidst of cultivated 
fields, Chsrtring ie believe! to be located at the point where the Ye 
tvias# from smith to vest, cod coot of the villages end cultivated land are 
located to the south of Oryctrirry. fijr© the Ye flows in a mall, narrow 
of possibly 50 feet in depth, but above the ^pryc terraces extend bach on 
ulsich ?5K>st of the scttlmcnts are located. In a feu places, upper slopes 
a tSsouesad or more feet above the vdley floor have asoll patches of culti- 
vated lsn4 and esall yillayeo, 

BorUicast of Chartring the river divides are suite narrow and consist of 

Steep slope# md ebsrp ri-lres cut by narrow ctreast vcScys. The river divides 
• _ ■ ^ # 
video to the south and southwest cod in piracies open into moll patches of 

rolling plateau area, intejmisssd with rounded hills end cvsxnits. In other 

areas, partdculorly the divide between the Ye end the Ba southwest of 

Chartring, vei"y ru^el, steep-sidei pools end ridges with cliffs characterise 

the divides. This particular Eouatcinous idvlde is & continuation of the 

. . m; jtP ■■■".• ; s V i ; V ; ; v y.-: I ;U ; : : y ■ ; :?r=;i ,-•■■ ■:■: ' 

pmaiaeat v&mtsdn bitch lust north of the Ra, nentionei previously. 
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East of Cbartrins easeahai d| fferi types o f terrain exist* Kouataing 
vitb partially wooded slopes riae steeply cast of fchartrin^ then open 
into a {©round 15,000 foot) alpine upland of barren, rocky rid^ca 
Sod peeks, interspersed vifch srr-rll Id- free which flow ceondering 
stroma in open valleys* s typo of terrain extends eastwards for 10 
to 15 ’.silos before elevations lover ccnr.evhrrt, end tie terrain nates a 
transition to rolling, grassy Hilo throu^j which How several mall 
©tremia in opes, partly cultivated valleys* Phis is the area with the 
©ettlssents .of Chlaccgaa end paota on the 1 j 1,CO0,6CO sheet* 


y^ewtacat * scattered patches ox mostly coniferous forest are found • 
throughout the Chsrtriag area with fbremted arena core nuaerpus to the 
northwest, southwest end east of Cbartring. In the northwest forests 

may ha found to the valley hottoDc of the taajor streams and in a few 

* . ; 

plsaes as high ss the ridge lines. Good forests Jlrh, the craft y count sin a 

i ' ;■ . I v *'„ 

©outhaest ot Chertrins* th& forests afe'cootiy oaapcscai clTiir tag “spruce* 


•**V<*»4>.*-*f .«*•.*(** - 
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ewtae m&me remits are either barren vlth rlehy outcrops or are 
grass aov&red* 5& the south gsa i^uthvest, the najor rivers have carv ed ’ 
deep enough v&Uspi that in v£*€?4 1 ess rainTell is received and ccnsegueatly 
the Ves^vloa consists pe!s3y of scarce# drought-resistast plants end 

?2* S6 specific cliaat ic data ecro' evsilacle for the Chartrisg * 

a stellar 


Approved RorJRelease 2ufaH§f&&4 

:: i • r 

: ■ ' . .j ■■ 

1 -••’ i; ■>' vi f?-'«" ' 7:-"h • < -t . •'*'• -i ■ ^ ' * 

iSltfesst^ «ft -ftteiJttiws of dec! ; "ts series such os birch, poplar cad nsple 
prohsbiy occur* at the lever election.. i^dodeadron is often the principal 
tuteatoxy shruibj it else ece* is pure stands above the tteberline, 

Although the forest is fulrly . 3 In . one areas, it dso grades into open 
parfc-lihe forests vith grussy gledos and elvers of individual trees dotting 
the landscape* Most ccssionly but snot invariably this type of spruce-fir 
®*>©$2U*id* he found pa n orthers, sheiy elopes and la deep side valleys. 
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tn 1^,000 foot ihove^re^, tf^eraturea should be significantly 

lower with night readings probably around 15 5 ? on the evtirage, occasionally 

dropping to' around CPF, /^though ©now probably occurs only occasionally 

: i-> . . ! ■ i - t l : ‘A * 

«a& la light esousie in the tas^or valleys, greater snowfall and strong winds 

* x« 

«SXl occur on the glands. Choc* %z unlikely to be ajy lasting saw eccmu- 
lationS) except on the liigboo t gc-ohs and ridges and in shaded depressions. ^ 

In measay/ tsrper&t ure-o range upwards to the low &)*e end frost will be 
absent ffcmtthe lower valleys for upward© to four to five fibntas* In the 

; , - '• ' ; •; 5 ; g ■ - 

Uplan ds l^iOOO feet and above, frost and even snow flurr ies cen occur 
during ©tssner. ISost of -the yearly precipitation occurs during the Key 
through Mgust period vith the eanwnl total probably near 25 inches. 

Cloudy afternoons with showers likely is the nett ccjkdoa weather pattern for 
the webst smthoj tfca^erctorK® and bcllwtorr.s ©re c&sm* partic\ilarly 
©rt the higher elevations. After the relay period ©ads in late August or 

'•' •' - r . r,T 4: ffMIKPK 

SepieEfcer, © period of fine weather with issny clear days end little 
precipitation gets in that' lasts until early winter* 
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